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. Batman and Mr. Freeze .
" The plot is flimsy, pointless

and without suspense. It exists
only as a fragile framework to
support the social carnage,
which fs  constderable, Last
week's installment pitted Bat.
man against a Mr, Freeze,
whose inability to survive tem-
peratures warmer than 50 de-
Brees bélow gero hag naturally
bent his evit genius to diamond
thievery. (Get it? He's crazy
about ice.)

Létfcz‘s

To Extend City Area
To the Editor:

The reluctance of Governor
Rockefeller to provide state
funds and the imminent rise ef-
ther of subway fares or city
taxes bringa to the fore the dif-
ficulties New York City will
have in financing its trensit,

With all the mediation and
national attention given to the
issue, the prodlem- of transit
strikes appears to be insoluble,
Even if one werh to have faith
in the possible sol ons—every-
of state
funds into the city, 4 modified
Heller plan for Federal funds,
or deficit spending — the root
problem uUnaltered:
Where does New York City got
additional funds to.pay for in.
creased services and wages?

Raising the taxes, anathema
to both taxpayers and politi-
one irresistible solu-
tion. For others, the Heller plan
—channeling Federal funds to
needy urban areas — provides
the ahswer to the city's finan-
cial woes. But neither of thess
programs
dea] with this financial problem
on & long-term basis.

Urban areas continue to be
populated predominantly with
the poor and the lowér-middle
class. Those who have “made
it” escape to an antiseptic
suburb. The effect 1s an in.
creased tax burden on those
Who remain — the very people
least equipped to cope with it.

"Taxes Diverteq

* The middie-class dissatistac.
tion with welfare programs and
servi ds

of & middle-class ur-
syndrome. Those who left
city are parasites. In many
they éarn their salaries in
the city, factories in the
city, use the city tranmt sys-
tem, but phy their taxes to a
county traupury putaide of New
York City.

The boundary lines that pro-
tect the suburban dweller are
anachronistic and meaningleas
political shams. Almost every
sociologist in America writes
about the “megalopolis” but
county lines act as invisible bar- n
ricades against the encroach-
ments of the city.

. Why should the Nashau Coun-
ty resident be free of New York
City taxation if he uses city

service in’shedding
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not ast even with the thumb-
sucking audience, What makes
It successful fun ix the whole-
sale mayhem committed in pass-
Ing upon a rich variety of
Amberican sacred cows,

Are Meroes Foolish ?

It starts with ‘the basic as-
sumption that the American ay
Hero (Batman) is a stmple-
minded ass, As Batman dashes
about with flabby stomach bel.
lying against his sagging union
suit, he spouty a stream of
herole cliché culleq from every
American Superman from Tom
Mix to John Wayne. The effect
is subversive. -

We are invited to belfeve not
- that the tndmo_rg]_.un

erican
hero is absurd In’ the sad exis-
tential sense, but that he is
almply a fool. Itg treatment of

linen and extending the city
territory to Nassau and West-
chester Counties, the city would
increase its finances in a pro-
portion larger than the number
of people incorporated into the
city. This segment of the popu-
Iation can more easlly accept
increased taxation since it has
more money to tax,

Protests From Suburbe

This solution to urban prob-
lems is not presented as a giid
Panacea. Surely suburban home-
owners would mobilize every
political device to their defense.
Conservative politicians would
mourn the loss of county lines
and “democratio "local govern-
ment.” Mothers would fear the
loas of “ly.white” achools.
Community leaders would ad-
monish against urban renewal,
(Can it be any worse than sub-
urban renewal?) Notwithstand-
ing the emotional respnnse elic-
fted from these arguments,
counties are catalytic agents
that spread the cancerous con-
ditiops of our cities. Hopetully,
vision will re.

HExsmrr 1. Lonpon
New York, Jan. 24, 1906
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« Havoc if We Withdraw

To the Editor: ‘
A United States unilateral
withdrawal from Vietnam, as
soms Adminigration critics de-.
sire, would result in more havoe
there rather than peace and
would - creats o “shudder”’
throughout nop - Communist
Asis.  Only the presence of
United States forces can insure
Bouth Vietnam against total re-
pression by Hanot and from be-
ing made , viclim of its re.
venge. And ohly the United
Btates can protect »Lans and
Thalland from the wmme kind of
violent upheaval, Unless Com.
munist objectives in that part
of the world nre modernated, it i1x
doubttul that any workable set.
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and tolerating dlaleqt comedy.

Crime I Fun

Batman does nnt R all the
way and suggest that crime
does, too, pay, but it does sug-
gest that it can be a lot of fun.
The villains are never hailf so
Interested in the swag that
tomes from their eapers ag they
are in the psychic gratificatinn
»of making a monkey out of
Batman.

Even though- they )
bite the dust bejore (the final
commercial, they have
& good time exposing the

4ishness of Batman ang the y
Wonder that a little time In
prison does riot seem tao high
& cost for the fun they've hag.
. On occasion, Batman even
commits the uitimate subversinn

of burlesquing television, 'l'h/

tlement can be accomplished in
Vietnam.

Negotiation must
mary objective for thp United
States, however, becaise it is
the only way to stop the daily
slaughters and offers the sur-
est means of keeping  this
tragic and dangerous war from
spreading.

But whether or not a peace
conference to negotiate a settle-
ment in Vietnam takes place,
and somé kind of agresment
becomes possidle, the American
people and eritics of United
Btates foreign policy might as
well rexign themselves to & long
period of ‘turmoll, and United
Btates presence, befors an ac-
commodation such ag existy in
Europs can be reached in Asia.

NICHOLAS T. FURLONG
North Bergen, N. J.
Jan, 31, 1066
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. Temple. Acquisition
To the Editor:

Chicago and the Untversity of
Chicago are not among the
claimants for the Temple of
Dendur, offered by the Egyp-
tian Government to the United
Btates [Times, Jan. 26). There-
fore, 1 fesl free to comment on
the issus of a suitable locatinn
for the temple. I am aware that
the President may properly ap-
point & commission to ‘declde
this matter and the allocation
of such other antiquities as may
be ceded to this country by the
United Arab Republic. In the
current absente of such a com-
misston 1 shoyld like to dffer
the opinion of o practicing
Egyptologist, N 4

Varioys of our museums pre-
sent the basis elements of an-
clent Egyptian tombs, but none
has atemple” Yeta temple in not
simply an esthetic and ediica.

tional anmet; it is a ve distinct
reaponsthility, The responsi-
bllity embraces rvised re-

construction, prothetjon agninst
wenther and pouvenir hunters,
detalied study by professionals,
And harmony with existing col-
lec:tions,
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perability with whom boys whe -
were all tou superable could
escape the humdrum prison of
teachers, parents and block bul-
ly and overcome everything with -
sUper powers,

Is Nothing 8acred?

By turning Batman into cone -
temporary buriesque, the Proe
ducers may have Jeft many mide
dle-aged men feeling betrayed,
but that is not too important.
What is Important 1s that they

have at last hit upon & form .

which enahles television to sy
that Ben Cartwright 1g a dolt,
that Dennis really s a menace
and that many of our national .
conventions are ridiculous,

1t may be, of course, that the
Producers do not realize what
they have done. Let us hope
their sponsors don’t catch on.

¢ .
p 3
Nublan  sandstone  drinks

Water avidly; the temple must
be kept under cover. The faet : -

~

that the temple honors ‘two. ;.
brothers who were drowned | .,

centuries ago i3 no reason for:

exposing it to a Wuhln‘toQ"

surgmer, L
of these assets seem to be
offered by the Metropolitan Mu- s

A€um of Art in New York, dut .
not by other claimants to the
temple. When

financial responsibility — with. ‘

1 sincerely trust that an. ad.
visory commission may be set
up and that this commission
will give ‘genuine consideration -
to the Metropolitan offer. A

collection already the gres .
In this country 1a the yro.ar.‘:-‘
ument, |

place for a unique X
* J A. WILSON
The O
Unixersity of Chicago
Chicago, Jan. 28, 1964 .
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In Praise of C.I.A.
To the Editor: .
I feel that your Jan. 26 edi-
torial [*. ., and Bupervising the .
C.LA"} relative to the Centra}-
IntefMigence Agency wag notably -
lacking In your usual considered -

thought. Unfortunately, the se-
curity of some of our Congres-
sional commitiees has been poor,
although this
broadeast to the general public,,
An intelligence agency is by -
its very nature secret, It should -
not be put upon a Congressional -
pedestal for use as o vote-get- ' -
ting vehicle for irvesponsible
Congressmen. It The New Yor!
Times finds it n&essary
‘stantly to write about the Ces
tral lntolllxepce Agency, wh
doesn't it examine the over
whelming number of conatrue
tive acts performed in defena,
of the United Rtates, '

,e

I Institute :

fact s usually not’ -/

you add to thess -

8. Wainwrianr Iy
Now York, Jan. 26, 196¢
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